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POLITICS OF MEXICO
Instructor: Professor Paul Haber
Political Science Department, course #327
Autumn 2020
Meets remotely (usually) Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00 – 3:20

Paul.Haber@umontana.edu

Required texts (available at the University Bookstore and elsewhere)
Emily Edmonds-Poli and David Shirk. Contemporary Mexican Politics. Fourth Edition. Rowman & Littlefield,
2020.
Gilbert M. Joseph and Jürgen Buchenau. Mexico’s Once and Future Revolution: Social Upheaval and the
Challenge of Rule since the Late Nineteenth Century. Duke University Press, 2013.
This is a class on contemporary Mexico. The books by Edmonds-Poli & Shirk and Joseph and Buchenau
introduce us to contemporary Mexican politics in historical perspective. While discussion of current events may
creep into the historical (foundational) section of the class, it is in Part III of the course that we will turn focused
attention to more current events, including issues of US-Mexican Relations and how they are playing out in the
2020 US elections. The hope and intention of this design is to lay a strong foundation for understanding more
current events.
Students are required to come to each class having read carefully all the required reading for that day. Students
should expect to answer questions from the instructor related to the reading and to bring questions and
comments of your own.
Grades
There will be a default grade calculation method. There will also be opportunities for students to propose
alternatives to the default grade calculation method. That is, if you want to propose another way for me to
calculate your grade, you are welcome to propose it to me. I might not go along with your idea, but I can
promise to give serious consideration to any serious proposal.
Default Grading Scheme:
There will be two exams and one final project. Each will count for one third of the final grade.
Students will be able to improve their grade by making contributions to class discussion. This includes active
participation in class and also taking on additional research and presenting findings in class. Students will be
allowed to lower their grade by excessive unexplained absences and/or not being prepared to answer direct
questions from me in class.
Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the course students will:
1. have an enhanced knowledge of contemporary Mexican political history
2. have an enhanced knowledge of current political issues in Mexico and of U.S. - Mexican relations
3. have made progress in their analytical skills, as evidenced in writing and speaking assignments.
Reading Assignments and Exam Schedule
Part I: Edmonds-Poli and Shirk
August 20 Introduction to the course. Preface, Introduction, and Map (don’t forget about the map) in
Edmonds-Poli and Shirk. Preview all the required texts, meaning, take a look at them and get a sense of where
we are going. Bring comments and questions about the course material to class.
August 25

Chapters 1-2 [pages 7-50] Mexican Political Development Day 1

August 27
September 1
September 3
September 8
September 10
September 15
September 17

Chapters 3-5 [51-106] Mexican Political Development Day 2
Chapters 6-7 [107-156] Political Institutions, Culture, and Society Day 1
Chapters 8-9 [157-199] Political Institutions, Culture, and Society Day 2
Chapters 10-11 [201-254] Key Policy Issues Day 1
Chapters 12-13 and conclusion [255-317] Key Policy Issues Day 2
Exam Workshop
Exam

Part II: Joseph and Buchenau
September 22 Chapters 1-3 [pages 1-54]
September 24 Chapters 4-5 [55-116]
September 29 Chapters 6-7 [117-166]
October 1
Chapters 8-9 [167-216]
October 6
Exam Workshop
October 8
Exam
Part III: AMLO, Migration, Trade and Foreign Investment, Drug Trafficking, Racism, and the 2020 US
elections
Details to be determined. Student suggestions more than welcome.
October 13
October 15
October 20
October 22
October 27
October 29
November 3 Election Day (no class – vote!!)
November 5 Election results in-class discussion. Homework assignment will be forthcoming.
November 10 Students will be working on final assignment including one on one consultations with me.
November 12 Students will be working on final assignment including one on one consultations with me.
November 17 Final Assignment Due (details to be determined)
Additional sources that may be integrated into the syllabus:
--Come November, USMEX (The Center for US-Mexican Studies at the University of California at San Diego
will host its signature event: The U.S.-Mexico Forum 2021-2025. How will the outcome of
the U.S. presidential election and COVID-19 affect U.S.-Mexican relations? The main goal of the forum is
to provide policy recommendations in the five pillars of the bilateral relationship: economy, security, energy,
immigration and diplomacy. The forum aims to build a new binational network that can assess on an annual
basis the progress made within each pillar.
--Immigration Nation. A new documentary released on Netflix. Six episodes, approximately one hour each.
--1994. A documentary available on Netflix that focuses in on Mexico 1994, a particularly tumultuous year.
Five episodes. Neil suggested that the first half of Episode 2 would make for a good source on a unit on the
Zapatistas. Consider assigning along with Neil Harvey’s excellent piece?
--Inter-American Dialog issued a 14 page report on remittances in the age of Covid. Seriously worth
considering. I have a rap sheet and also the report itself downloaded into this folder.

--https://www.thedialogue.org/analysis/northern-triangle-the-origins-of-americas-migrant-crisis/
Documentary on the recent wave of Central American migration through Mexico towards US border
-- MEXICAN POWER SECTOR POLICIES
Economic and Trade Impacts
Lisa Viscidi, Nate Graham, and Sarah Phillips
This is a policy brief published in August 2020. A full report will be issued by the Inter-American Dialogue in
October 2020.
https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Mexican-Power-Sector-Policies_Final.pdf
--

